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FM FBI JACKSON (149-JN-NEW) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/IMMEDIATE/ 
BT 
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CITE: //3320:2842// 


PASS: CID. 


SUBJECT:/ INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN 


I. SMYTH, MEMBER OF CONGRESS, FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, STATE 


OF MISSISSIPPI, AUGUST 13, 1989. 

ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 1989, AT APPROXIMATELY 9:05 Р.М., 0. 
$. CONGRESSMAN LARKIN I. SMITH OF MISSISSIPPI, DEPARTED MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT AT HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI, EN ROUTE TO MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT AT GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, WHICH IS APPROXIMATELY 70 MILES 
SOUTH OF HATTIESBURG. CONGRESSMAN SMITH WAS THE ONLY PASSENGER 


IN THE CESSNA 177 RG AIRCRAFT WHICH WAS PILOTED BY CHARLES 
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PAGE TWO DE JN 149-JN-NEW UNCLAS 

"CHUCK" J. VIERLING. THE CESSNA 177 RG AIRCRAFT, DESCRIBED AS A 
—" s. —— 

SINGLE-ENGINE, HIGH-WING AIRCRAFT WITH RETRACTABLE LANDING GEAR, 


HAD BEEN ASSIGNED FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION (FAA) 
টি arrsa 


REGISTRATION NUMBER N 1976 Q, AND WAS REGISTERED TO THE INSTITUTE 
— 


OF MARINE MAMMAL STUDIES, INC., Р.О. BOX 4078, GULFPORT, 


MISSISSIPPI, 39502. THE AIRCRAFT WAS BEING OPERATED UNDER VISUAL 
FLIGHT RULES (VFR) UNDER CONTROL OF THE FLIGHT CENTER AT HOUSTON, 
EXAS. APPROXIMATELY 38 OR 39 MILES NORTH OF GULFPORT, 
MISSISSIPPI, THE AIRCRAFT WAS “HANDED OFF" FROM THE HOUSTON 
FLIGHT CENTER TO THE FAA CONTROL TOWER AT THE GULFPORT MUNICIPAL 
AIRPORT. 

AT 9:25 P.M., THE PILOT CONTACTED THE FAA TOWER AT GULFPORT 
AND ADVISED HE WAS INBOUND TO GULFPORT AT 3,000 FEET AND 


EQUESTED LANDING DATA. THE TOWER RESPONDED WITH WEATHER 


CONDITIONS, WHICH INCLUDED VISIBILITY OF SIX MILES WITH FOG AND 


AZE, AS WELL AS REQUIRED RUNWAY INFORMATION. THE PILOT DID NOT 
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIVING THE TRANSMITTED DATA FROM THE CONTROL 


OWER, AND ATTEMPTS TO CONTACT THE AIRCRAFT THEREAFTER BY THE 


CONTROL TOWER MET WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS. [| 


IN GULFPORT, ADVISED RADAR 
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“PAGE THREE DE JN 149-JN-NEW UNCLAS 
CONTACT WITH THE AIRCRAFT WAS LOST APPROXIMATELY 36 MILES NORTH 
OF GULFPORT ON A SEVEN DEGREE RADIAL FROM THE GULFPORT TOWER. 
WITNESSES IN SOUTH PERRY COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, APPROXIMATELY 

TWENTY MILES NORTHEAST OF WIGGINS, MISSISSIPPI, REPORTED HEARING 
А LOW-FLYING AIRCRAFT AND SUBSEQUENT CRASH AT APPROXIMATELY THE 
SAME TIME THE CONTROL TOWER AT GULFPORT LOST RADAR AND RADIO 
CONTACT. AN EXTENSIVE AIR AND GROUND SEARCH WAS INITIATED, AND 


AT APPROXIMATELY 7:54 A.M. CENTRAL DAYLIGHT TIME, MONDAY, AUGUST 


14, THE CRASH SITE WAS LOCATED BY DEPUTIES OPERATING A HARRISON 


COUNTY SHERIFF^S DEPARTMENT HELICOPTER FROM GULFPORT, 
ISSISSIPPI. 

JACKSON DIVISION AGENTS RESPONDED TO THE CRASH SCENE TO 
SECURE BUREAU INTERESTS AND OFFER APPROPRIATE LABORATORY 
ASSISTANCE. OBSERVATION AT CRASH SCENE, WHICH IS LOCATED IN A 
PINE FOREST ON RELATIVELY FLAT LAND, REVEALED NO SURVIVORS, AND 
BOTH THE AIRCRAFT AND ITS OCCUPANTS WERE BADLY MANGLED. SMITH 
AND VIERLING DIED ON IMPACT. DOCTOR ROBERT CARTER, FAA, AVIATION 

EDICAL EXAMINER, WAS INTERVIEWED AT THE SCENE AND HE STATED 
CONGRESSMAN SMITH^S WALLET HAD BEEN RECOVERED FROM THE AIRCRAFT, 


А5 WELL AS OTHER IDENTIFICATION BELONGING TO THE PILOT, CHARLES 
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^PAGE FOUR DE JN 149-JN-NEW UNCLAS 
J. VIERLING.  THEIR REMAINS ARE BEING TRANSPORTED TO GULFPORT, 


MISSISSIPPI, WHERE A U.S. AIR FORCE BODY RECONSTRUCTION TEAM, 


INCLUDING A FORENSIC DENTIST, WILL MAKE POSITIVE IDENTIFICATIONS. 


CONGRESSMAN LARKIN I. SMITH WAS A WHITE MALE BORN JUNE 26, 


1944, WITH SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NUMBER 428-88-6868. НЕ WAS A 
MM | ক 


GRADUATE OF THE 96TH SESSION OF THE FBI NATIONAL ACADEMY AND WAS 
ACTIVE IN NA MATTERS. HE SERVED AS SHERIFF OF HARRISON COUNTY, 
MISSISSIPPI, PRIOR TO BEING ELECTED TO CONGRESS NOVEMBER, 1988. 
HE WAS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE FBI AND ALL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
EFFORTS WITHIN THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. HE RESIDED AT 6170 
LARKWOOD LANE, LONG BEACH, MISSISSIPPI, 39560 итн | b6 


b7C 


PILOT CHARLES "CHUCK" J. VIERLING WAS A WHITE MALE BORN 
—O` p < r. mA ATT tr 


NOVEMBER 25, 1930, WITH SOCIAL SECUR COUNT NUMBER 428-50- 


1025. HE RESIDED AT 200 MCCANDLISS DRIVE, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, 
AND WAS FAA CERTIFIED TO OPERATE LAND BASED SINGLE-ENGINE 
AIRCRAFT. 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB) 


WERE REPORTEDLY EN ROUTE TO THE CRASH SCENE AT NOON ON MONDAY, 
AUGUST 14, 1989. 


Approved: Transmitted Per 
(Number) (Time) 


FBI/DOJ 


` 


° 70-36 (Revs11-17-88) 


TRANSMIT VIA: 


Г] Teletype 
O Facsimile 
O 


FBI 


PRECEDENCE: 
[1 Immediate 
О Priority 

O Routine 


“PAGE FIVE DE JN 149-JN-NEW UNCLAS 


CLASSIFICATION: 
ПІ TOP SECRET 
Г] SECRET 

O CONFIDENTIAL 


L]UNCLAS E F T O 
LJ UNCLAS 


Date 


THERE IS NO INDICATION OR ALLEGATION OF SABOTAGE IN THIS 


MATTER, AND NO SUBSTANTIVE INVESTIGATION IS BEING INITIATED BY 


THE JACKSON DIVISION REGARDING THE CRASH. 
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RECEIPT 


ON OCTOBER 2% , 1989, A DAMAGED WATCH, BEARING 
SERIAL NUMBER 643521, WHICH WAS REPORTEDLY FOUND BY A CITIZEN 
IN PERRY COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI, ON OR ABOUT SEPTEMBER 23, 1989, 


AT THE CRASH SITE OF CONGRESSMAN LARKIN I. SMITH, WAS RELEASED 


Бус 


A COPY OF THE FRONT AND BACK OF THE WATCH IS ATTACHED 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription _ 8/18/89 
Crash Investigator, NATIONAL pe 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB), telephonically advised Special BIS 


Agent (SA)| ^ ^ ^  ]they had removed the wreckage from the 
crash site of Congressman LARKIN SMITH to KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE 
(KAFB), Hangar Four, Biloxi, Mississippi. 


[| stated a careful examination of the aircraft 
parts has not revealed any evidence whatsoever the airplane 
crashed from a possible act of sabotage. | ^ indicated that 
months of laboratory examinations will follow, but that the likely 
cause of the crash was accidental with mechanical failure and/or 
pilot error being involved. 


The final report regarding the crash, which will be 
compiled by the NTSB investigators from Miami, Florida, is not 
expected to be released until early to mid-1990. 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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I was extremely sorry to learn of the death of 

and on behalf of the entire FBI, I extend heartfe 
sympathy to you and your family. Words afford little comfort at 
a difficult time like this, but I wanted you to know that you are 
in our thoughts and prayers. 


served the citizens of Mississippi not only 
as their elected representative, but also for many years as a law 
enforcement officer. You must be very proud of his dedicated 
service and his commitment to the welfare of others. We hope your 
loving memories of him and the knowledge that your grief is shared 
by so many will help ease the burden of his loss and afford you 
comfort during the days ahead. 


Sincerely, 


2 AN Corto 
ғ, 

4 Феде б ЭКС 

Director 
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VERBATUM TEXT AS RECORDED ON THE COMPLAINT FORMS 
b6 


Ib7c 
Ь?р 


NEW ORLEANS COMPLAINT CLERK STATED THAT THE ALLER APFEAREH 


EST - 4 
ч | TN Í л 
бары, 


< 


t e 9 


FAKE THREE DE FRING 0019 UNCLAS E F T ñ 


b7C 
b7D 


MEM ORLEANS імпісез NEGATIVE FOL < < < |] b6 
Е b7C 
| оя INFORMATION IDENTIFLARLE WITH] 
1 ç 
A REVIEW OF NEU ORLEANS FILES CONGERNING| |] 


REFLECTS THAT CALLER I 


b6 
b7C 


— 


[ | 18 DESCRIBEN AS (ХХ)МАЙЕС” 
C Je HEIGHT: [|]; wernt: 


+ [nos 
== 
PER BUREAU INSTRUCTIONS, JACKSON IS TO IMMEDIATELY CONTACT 
THE NATIONAL TRANSFORTATION SAFETY BOARD AND DETERMINE IF А CAUSE 
OF THE CRASH OF CONGRESSMAN SMITH'S PLANE HAS BEEN OETERMINED. 
JACKSON XS NOT TO REVEAL AT THIS TIME TO THE NATIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY HOARD THE PURPOSE FOR THIS INQUIRY OR THE 


FACT THAT THE GROVE INFORMATION HAS BEEN L ES 


rn, 


^ - Ф ® 
چ‎ + 
РАЗЕ FOUR DE РЕНО 001% UNCLAS Е TO 


Јескеок мет CONSIDER овтатнтно_______________| b6 


ътс 
b7E 
я 
JACKSON ами THE SUREAU WILL BE ADVISED OF ANY ADDITIUNAL 
E 
INFORMATION RECEIVED АТ NEW ORLEANS. 
ЕТ b6 
৮7০ 
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FM FBI JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (P) 
TO DIRECTOR FBI/PRIORITY/ 

FBI NEW ORLEANS/PRIORITY/ 

BT 

UNCLAS 

CITE: //3320:2842// 


PASS: НО FOR BUREAU SUPERVISOR | VIOLENT CRIMES 
UNIT, CIT; NEW ORLEANS FOR SSA[ sd 


SUBJECT: INFORMATION CONCERNING AIR CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN 
I. SMITH, MEMBER OF CONGRESS, FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, STATE 
OF MISSISSIPPI, AUGUST 13, 1989. = 

REFERENCE JACKSON TELETYPE ТО THE BUREAU, DATED 8/14/89; NEW 
ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL ОР ББА| ____________|то зА] 
| ____| FBIHQ, 8/24/89; NEW ORLEANS TELEPHONE CALL OF ss | 
TO sa ________| JACKSON DIVISION, 8/24/89; AND NEW ORLEANS 


l- Cra Clea an 
У 
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APAGE TWO DE JN 149A-JN-17714  UNCLAS 
TELETYPE TO THE BUREAU AND JACKSON, DATED 8/24/89. 

on 8/16/89, |__________| CRASH INVESTIGATOR, NATIONAL ৮৪, 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB), TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED SA[ | 
[_______|тнву HAD REMOVED THE AIRCRAFT WRECKAGE FROM THE CRASH 
SITE OF CONGRESSMAN LARKIN SMITH TO KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE 
(КАЕВ), HANGAR FOUR, BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI. 

[| _______|5ТАТЕО A CAREFUL EXAMINATION OF THE AIRCRAFT PARTS b6 
HAD NOT REVEALED ANY EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER THE AIRPLANE CRASHED u 
FROM A POSSIBLE ACT OF SABOTAGE. | ] INDICATED THAT MONTHS 
OF LABORATORY EXAMINATIONS WILL FOLLOW, BUT THAT THE LIKELY CAUSE 
OF THE CRASH WAS ACCIDENTAL WITH MECHANICAL FAILURE AND/OR PILOT 
ERROR BEING INVOLVED. 


ON 8/23/89, NTSB INVESTIGATOR|  ]TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED b6 
b7C 


вА| |ТНЕВЕ was STILL NO EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER OF SABOTAGE, AND 


IT IS HIS OPINION, AT THIS POINT IN THE INVESTIGATION, THE 
LIKELY CAUSE OF THE CRASH WAS SPACIAL DISORIENTATION OF THE 
PILOT. 
[______|ЕЈЕТНЕВ STATED WITNESSES AT THE HATTIESBURG, ১৪, 
MISSISSIPPI, MUNICIPAL AIRPORT, WHERE THE FLIGHT ORIGINATED, HAD 


DESCRIBED PILOT CHARLES J. "CHUCK" VIERLING AS BEING VERY 
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APAGE THREE DE JN 149A-JN-17714 UNCLAS 
APPREHENSIVE ABOUT THE PENDING NIGHT FLIGHT. VIERLING IN FACT 
RAN OFF THE RUNWAY WHEN TAXING INTO POSITION FOR TAKEOFF. IT 
SHOULD BE NOTED VIERLING DID NOT HAVE HIS INSTRUMENT RATING AS A 
PILOT. RADAR TRACKING DATA REVIEWED BY NTSB ALSO INDICATES AN 
IRREGULAR FLIGHT PATTERN BY THE AIRCRAFT PRIOR TO THE CRASH. THE 
AIRCRAFT, AT THE TIME IT CRASHED, WAS APPROXIMATELY NINE MILES 
EAST OF ITS INTENDED ROUTE, WHICH WAS TO HAVE BEEN ABOVE U.S. 
HIGHWAY 49 SOUTHBOUND TO GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI. 

DO INDICATED THE FINAL REPORT FROM NTSB REGARDING THE 
CRASH WOULD NOT BE RELEASED FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. 


REGARDING THE[ dS оџттливр 


IN REFERENCED NEW ORLEANS TELETYPE, A SEARCH OF THE INDICES OF 


THE JACKSON OFFICE, BOTH MANUAL AND FOIMS, WAS NEGATIVE REGARDING 


INVOLVEMENT IN ANY CRIMINAL ACTIVITY. ІТ WAS NOTED A| | 


Approved: Transmitted Per 
(Number) (Time) 


b6 
০70 


b6 
b7C 
b7D 


FBI/DOJ 


« 


FD-36 (Rev. 11-17-88) 


~ 


е FBI 
TRANSMIT VIA: ° PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: 
С] Teletype [0 Immediate U] TOP SECRET 
O Facsimile О Priority O SECRET 
0 O Routine П CONFIDENTIAL 
П UNCLAS E F T O 
(О UNCLAS 


Date — 


“PAGE FOUR DE JN 149A-JN-17714  UNCLAS 


JACKSON WILL CONDUCT CHECKS REGARDING 
AS WELL AS OTHER LOGICAL 
INVESTIGATION. IF APPROPRIATE, WILL INTERVIEW THEM IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO FULLY RESOLVE THE ANONYMOUS ALLEGATIONS RECEIVED BY NEW 
ORLEANS. 
INVESTIGATOR| [WAS RECONTACTED ON 8/25/89, AND HE 


STATED AVAILABLE EVIDENCE STILL POINTS TO PILOT ERROR AS THE 


LIKELY CAUSE OF THE CRASH. TISSUE SAMPLES TESTS TAKEN FROM THE 


DECEASED PILOT WILL NOT BE COMPLETED FOR APPROXIMATELY TWO MORE 
WEEKS. 


BT 
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FD-302 (REF. 3-10-82) e | ® 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/12/89 


[ ——=arrison County Coroner, Gulfport, b6 
Mississippi, provide е following two documents which are ০75 
attached and made a part hereto: 


1) Report of autopsy re decedent LARKIN I. SMITH, 
United States Congressman. 


2) Report of autopsy re decedent CHARLES JAROME 
VIERLING, Aircraft Pilot. 


Investigation on 10/11/89 at Gulfport, Mississippi pie # 149A-JN-17714-Q 


b6 
bC 
by SA Date dictated 10/12/89 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Date of transcription 10/16/89 


b6 
০70 


voluntarily appeared at the 


FBI's Gulfport Resident Agency and provided the following 
information to ১৯ 


On or about September 23, 1989, he was examining the 
site in Perry County, Mississippi, where Congressman LARKIN 
SMITH's airplane crashed on Sunday evening, August 13, 1989. 
While at the crash site he found a damaged watch, without the 
band, which at the time it was located displayed the date of 
Sunday, August 13, and the time of 10:32. E s it 
was likely LARKIN SMITH's watch since the airplane crashed at 
approximately 9:30 p.m. Central Daylight Time, and Congressman 
SMITH would have probably had his watch on Eastern Daylight Time 
for Washington, D.C. 


[left the damaged watch with for b6 
BE disposal and/or return to bic 


A copy of the front and back of the aforementioned 
watch, bearing serial number 643521, is attached hereto: 


Investigation on 10/12/89 at Gulfport, Mississippi File з 149A-JN-17714 4 
b6 
০70 
by SA Date dictated 10/16/89 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned 
to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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On па 


T have Ato ed Ser OF 10; 


Memorandum • o 


To : SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (P) Date 10/17/89 


b7C 


Subject: INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE 
CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 5TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
8/13/89 


Attached hereto is the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY 


ing captioned crash provided to SA 
Crash Investigator. 


Jackson (1 Attachment) 


Ia-au- 1717 11719 


t - b6 
b7C 


Memorandum 40 ер 


To : SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (Р) Date 10/17/89 


Subject: INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE 
CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 5TH CONGRESIONAL 
DISTRICT, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, x 
8/13/89 Р 


located for 


OE o o > إا‎ 


, New_Orleans, Louisiana, was able to locate any 
12৯১১ 


On 10/2/89, 
telephone number 


was unable to locate any 
stated the 
, which is similar to the name JOE SMITH in America, would 


not be identifiable without more specific data. could not 
find any 


On 10/12/89, рРАГ | was requested to determine if 
toll records can be obtained under the Electronic Communications 
Act which would allow access to the telephone number used to 
originate the anonymous call to the New Orleans Office of the FBI 
regarding captioned matter on 8/24/89, at 1:45 a.m. 


226 


- Jackson 
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TO : SAC, NEW ORLEANS (149A-JN-17714) 
FROM : SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (P) 


SUBJECT: INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE 
CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, FIFTH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, 
8/13/89 
OO: JACKSON 


Enclosed i ifi 
sealed court order 
LEAD: 
NEW ORLEANS DIVISION 


OTHER SEALED 
AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


JACKSON DIVISION 


AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


erve a = j Led OD С) he enclosed ealed 5 
order on 
== 09 / та 
- New Orleans (Encs. 1) 149 A-IN- 777 пи EC 
(গেটে ackson беа] | b7C 
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| By ANITA LEE 
‚STAFF WRITER 


‚m A final report on the cause of a plane 49 ра / 171 = /3 
‘crash that killed 5th District Rep. Lar- · 
‚kin Smith and pilot Chuck Vierling 
‘probably will be out no sooner thani 
‘mid-February. 
Even when tests are completed: | | 
investigators may be unable to deter- | 
imine whether Vierling was ill or dead 
‘when the plane crashed Aug. 13 in the : 
DeSoto National Forest, said Perry | 
(County Coroner Randall B. 
Carnahan. | 
“The body was torn up so bad, 
there wasn’t anything there as far as 
vital organs that would do any good” 
‘Carnahan said. “It's not looking good, 
as far as being able to tell whether or 
hot (Vierling) was alive at the time of 
the accident.” 
| Federal aviation investigators have 
tuled out weather, mechanical failure, 
pr drug or alcohol impairment as, 
causes of the crash. The airplane was | 
about 10 miles off course when it 
sheared off the top of a pine tree and, 
cräshed іп a heavily wooded area of 
the forest about 13 miles south of 
New Augusta. 
` Jeff Kennedy, an air safety investi-, 
gafor based in the Miami field office of 
!the National Transportation Safety 
Board, said he hopes to have his re-' 
! port on the crash by mid-February. 
‚ Kennedy will present his findings to 
‘the five-member National Тгапзрог-| 
tation Safety Board, which will then. 
‘defermine the cause of the crash. . 
. Carnahan said he had been told ini- 
I „нађу that the investigation would take, 
‘from six weeks to six months. | 
' The Armed Forces Institute of Pa- | 
thology, an agency of the Department 
‘of Defense is reviewing some test | 
results and testing specimens from, 
‘both victims in its toxicology laborato- ' 
ту Kennedy said. 
Said Carnahan, ^I had made a ruling | 
| of Accidental, pending the investiga- | 
г бот of all the agencies together. So 
| wetre just going to have to wait until | 
| we: get everything together and see | 
| what we've got.” Ја — 
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Date DEC. 27,1989 


From : SAC, NEW ORLEANS (149AJNR17714) - RUC - 


Subject : INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE CRASH 
INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, MEMBER OF 
CONGRESS, FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, AUGUST 13, 1989 


ОО - Jackson 


Reurairtel December 5, 1989. 
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Coasts S s top stony: Rep 


By ANT ANITA LEE ` 
STAFF WRITER = г 


с ^) sh 


(p. 


BS mith’. 5 s death E НЕ: а congressional recess when. 
vus ‘iie New to Hattiesburg on Aug. 13 toi 


( J: БреаК: at opening ceremonies for the! 
hehe the anti-climatic: реа trial of “or L Dixie Youth Baseball World Series. 
: i; "rig mery, Biloxi , Mayor. Gerald "Blessey and. ех 4 Smith, and pilot Chuck Vierling, 58, 
- &/Thedeath of Berman Сорри Larkin’. economic . development offi cial. Reba Capers “Әуеге еадіпр back to the Coast when 
‚ Smith and the heated campaign-to-sicceed him’: ranked fourth, - ; their single-engine, plane crashed “in 
- head The Sun наз DRE of top news 5 Stories ; Rounding ouf ‘the top five was ; the al “the piney woods: of the DeSoto Na- 
:» or 1988... 4 5 SERVER and departure: | of the fruise-gambling slit tional Forest.’ Their bodies were 
Chosen КӨКЕН m The Suri Herald statt | Wes = Pride of Mississippi Se hI att found! the next morning. Í Е 


1: + Ие cause of the crash is still under 
а -> Alleged abuse of. Harrison County ‘investigation, with results expected) 


"in, February. 4:27 


judge Vincent Sherry and his wife, Margaret... "= 


` Pete Halat helped plot their: murders: ава. that?” c MH ‚ Smith’ 5 ‘widow: Sheila; said that 
+ thé deaths were Inkedits ай extortion Eng.» 5 7 


luder 8০০০ battle A "she might ‚run for the seat, as. did 
ат Phe ০১০ ‚Attorney. Gent, 2 TF Teile aneri other: "Coast. Republicans. But all Re- 


ы. % hment` iof, fe еде: publican competition backed off when. 
: s CN I Nixon Je i t. i 2 ; US. Sen. Trent Lott endorsed Tom; 


ketball whiz, Chris ` Anderson, Lott's chief of staff, in the 
eae Шо A bes е i special election. ‘On the Democratic 


а federal land нар. »Side, State Sen. Gene Taylor and. At- 
uit The. pv 1 “torney ( General Mike one entered 
K: ‘Camp ЈА i the fray. TT i 


Smith" dies; ‘Taylor | Lj іш Ви: Мооге finished a distant third 
. `; Political savvy anda loyal following: , jbéhind Te ylor, and Anderson. Even a 
. cultivated as Harrison County sheriff: ; presidential visit to the Coast couldn't 
i Propelled L: Larkin Smith of Long Beach: .. $ pull out the race for Anderson. Taylor 


sing career 252 Republi-i 3 stomped Anderson in the October} 
A en Smith, “45, began; EE ; funotf with 65 percent of the vote to 


H £ his: first term: with ambitious Мек ра . ` Anderson 8 85 percent. | у s > T В 
= us ah ss 
fighting he о, де е На denies murder allegations f: d 
ee Plantan Hancock County and by г A „Louisiana: inmate” stunned the 
landing 4, choice": ;committee Е Бад in August "by- claiming inan: 
PES assignments.“ noe হ এ interview with а Jackson ‘telévision 


Station that Biloxi Mayor Pete Halat 
helped plot the murder of Halat's clos- 

‘est friend, Circuit Judge Vincent 

:, Sherry and Sherry's wife, former Bi- 
loxi Councilwoman Margaret Sherry. . 


FBI/DOJ 


PAUL әлек, MOLI ct 
: Port of ‘Gulfport in February, but the 


de OP ны маты adim 
conference to делу” any inyolv ¿ment Еак attorney Jos Meadows to serve : D owners ust] threatening shortly 
in the murders |102 ^ g district attorney. Meadows | Poi afterward Nile to potentially more 
* The investigation Bad is et "unti got! ks from the legal and law * " profitable waters in Texas. The move; 
Lynne Snosito, the | sb enforcement communities for clearing | i was off and on, off again and on again, . 
daughter, ‚hir T backlog 4 of cases and straightening © until the’ ship finally cruised away in’ ` 
jovestigator. 5 the distiict:attorney's office. >; 


zu t November to Galveston, Texas, sink- | 
Revelations" j November, Biloxi attomey Сопо: „Ing hopes of a permanent pew tourist 
group uf Dixie Masa en alleg-; пра won 3 "special ‚election end; . attraction. 


edly linked to the murders have û cond 

tinued to surface since August - 
Evidence mounted that an inmate 

extortion 0 ‘at: Angola prison; 


: Pride Cruise Lines Ltd., the corpo- | 
শার্শা ‘ration that owns the ship, still main- , 
: Ironically, С nonin 1987:had defeat- 1 ‘tains ап office in Gulfport and has 


а ed incumbent Caranna for the district এ : নি : Е е & ш р 2 
These "days, “Cannon # is СИЕ a. NIC fent кыз more а x Қ 
| шшш ‘said his friend, the Rev. : ` Bank of. Bilo and Coast vendors. j 

lon L. Pe hore al Пе. alpen The State Tax Commission also is 

1 phone Ош fport demanding that the company pay a $1 

‚million use tax for the time that the 

ent at all, Pemberton said recent- . পর pue ПЕТЕ ncs 
rl. Не, s doing well: He's dust Kind of ‘earlier this month in the U.S. Bank- ` 
of ИЕ as far ded ps ` ‘ruptcy Court in Biloxi. Company off: | 
iur in the dumps.”  ciats say¿that they plan to fight the à 
| trial ends with COEM 2. রি 

^ Before he left office in June, former | Sw gamb 
at Biloxi Mayor Gerald Blessey was in; К gambling ship, 


the: Cruise 5 set u sho in 
! dicted ` on extortion, conspiracy and Bi LA | z Bj d 


` Angola inmate” ae у 
claimed that priso ers involved in 


4 477 Е. Mans garare 

puted member of: the Dixie. Майа. i 
surfaced as the suspected trigger shan 
in the murders, but he m never been 


man. E 
, Айша: alleged р е Ма ia 
Kirksey р NixJr is sus 


সি inse plains dismissed... 


А Harrison’ County’ ‘grand jury in 
October. investigated four deputies’ 
claims that county Sheriff's Depart- 
ment jailers were beating juvenile of- 
fenders а: ће Youth Detention Cent, 
» a if Blessey! са pex inmates st ‚he county LE in 

: гр Gulfpo 
- Буе comite de cie Fe Е Acting - Sheriff ‘Parley Rhodes 
г conspiring to defraud the federal gov- : Poena dy ш E the u ос 
District Апош) enti Cannon! Ernmënt 0f/8160,000 so they could +! টি, রে he Sheriff's 
abruptly pleaded gly ip February to Pay bond closing costs for a hotel. _, Department had:been unwilling 10 ad- 
bankruptcy fraud, after being | indicted? project Point Cadet. After the jury! "dress the problems. ` . 
in December 1988 by š ри а grandi ‘failed to teach à verdict, U.S, Attor- + Ла investigating the abuse claims, а, 
ішу; 5 “деу George Phillips үругей to try:the "|! grand j jury, questioned about 40 wit- 
US. District йй Wal erGex m: case again, but Ц.һав hol been set for . | 


д ‚ nesses. Щщ the end, Ше grand jury 
sentence a жыз d maths in in; gros ৯০১ . indicted two ero employees who 
a Salvation Army, ay haute in. 1 


Meanwhile, Blessey ` is ই had criticized thé administration... . ; 
Pensacola, Fla, Сашов | bas comples 416-go-on trial Jan. ЗІ for extortion, indicted for peeled assault ` 
ed the sentence} = y pea. Conspiracy to commit extortion and ` were former Deputy Boyce Grayson, ` 
“Не was pé ; кату attempted; extortion. Blessey and his . . one of the four who spoke out about 
from practicing law former law partner, ‚Mike Cayabaugh; |" the abuse, and former jail Sgt. Robert . 
+ Cannon pleaded. guilty. to ed ate charged with conspiring lo: extort | Peralta, who blew the whistle on ап. 
ing 5 $12,099.50 from sy offi ера fees from. the former “city Jaw |. unauthorized inmate catering service * 
cials investigating Gulfport business: 7, firm „Page, , Mannino, and Peresich.- j ` ды, by the Sheriff's Department... 
man Jerry Lempi ‘ho “conned Cavanaugh allegedly received 25 рег-. | The grand jury also offered sug ques- j ; 
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his wile, eye 
dicted by a Lov 
September on 

‘from Ihe extortion 


er economic: a oficia ` 
"Reha Capers involved the mayor's pet 
‘project, а waterfront’ development at 
adet. Айе а tedious four ° 

^ › federal‘jury} i. 


০ 


У | 
investigating the Sherry, Thurders: is 
тее to mée 


uet 
oh 


i.e 


investors in an ой and gas scam. "cent of the fees that the: city: law firni, * E 

es am by Cannon, 4 {Was paid for. working:on Бора issues": EDetenti Coote 2. en 
during his Trial, but” tape recorded’ between 1 1982: апа 1987, "tt"... 3 кы Since the grand НЕ Ға up its } 
in on পর 12৬22 p office, ne hás^ У * vestigation, fhe FBl and atleast! 
whelming. Caugon.t enged his PE Е ` 


в ple E: T se тве ‘civil liberties groups have been ` 
dom nof guilty чо guilty ton à i 8, 


Я а > ‚looking. into: the, abuse allegations. š 
{бау of his trial. iss. | : op The American Civil Liberties Union is; 
Е Cannon resigned his offic “me Pride, of Mississippi “Casino i continuing to press a lawsuit against" 


fas district attorney for. Haprispa 


strisge ship sailed i in and out. ofthe - 
сыск and Stone xpunlies- ЖЕ , 


the Sheriff's Department on behalf of 
'the*four'fired deputies. The ACLU 
claims that the deputies were fired for 
exercising аа Fights of freedom of 


speech, Та фан 


_ The allegations of abuse faced 

билды а heated sheriff's г with 
supporters of Chief Deputy Fee Price 
‘crying that the charges were political. 
‚ Price went on to hammer four other 
: по MES and” win the job without a 
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“TEDS give shrimpers the blues ^ 

After years” of legal battles, 

!  shrimpers were forced to use Turtle 
"Exduder Devices in their nets. 7 

This summer, shrimpers blockaded 

ыма harbot and convinced the 

Department о Commerce ` to 

E suspend the hated regulations Апеп: 
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SUN HERALD ЕГЕТЕ 
Сапе. the ‘most ‘profi cient freshman 
scorer in college basketball history by | 
averaging better than 30 points рег. 
game for the 2 of cpact Dale; 
Brown, ! © পারের 
Twice’ ‘named’ the most - «valuable 

` player іп ' Mississippi high school bas: 
кеба while leading the ‘Gulfport Ай- 1 
| percent! Чы: the shrimp to escape mirals to consecutive state champion- ЕГІ 
thr ou gha ‘trap door that ejects endan- . “ships, Jackson paught the nation’ 5 Рт 
ІҢ 


хук жарау 1- Це MEE 


E irdumentalist ` group . un 
sued to force the. TED regulations - 
5 back : to йесі. 1 
: ` Shrimpers say they kill fewer tur- 
059 than poachers, pollution and envi- 
ronmental factors. Using the TEDs’ 
кіші pulshrimpers out of business, ” 
because (һе device allows 10 to 30+. 
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gered seg | ‘turtles. However; few, last December., | 

shrimpers; can afford to disobey the - With а number + of '50- ০40 

regulations, “which | carries. fines: of up . scoring efforts during the campaign: 

to 820;000. “= Jackson was named to several ДІР: 
. Shrimpers рап mote: legal battles ` America * teams, “was player of' the! | 

10 repeal he TED regulations, but year in the Southeastern Conference! 

environmentalists — who outnumber and, was featured on the cover, d 
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shrimpers 100 to one — аге likely to 
keep the hys i in effect: я 


ще T ааг Royse 
i” Walter {Nixon of Ocean. - Springs” 


“doggedly fought a perjury conviction ` 
‘for ЗИ: years, butin: ‚November hé . 
finally lost. his livelihood as a federal 
judge and his: license to ‚practice law. 

The Senate voted. voted, 89-8 to` 


remove the chief judge of the South-. . delegation views the swap-as an eco! } 


‘erm District: ‘from the bench; Nixon, 


«who: "was convicted i lin February: 4986 :. 
“on two counts of perjury; became-the‘: 


seventh judge to be removed, from . 
£ office thropgh impeachment. -r 


several national’ e *odi 
Camp Shelby jand, swap 
men put up their c dukes when the U. 5. 


16,000 acres of Colorado grasslands ` 
for 32,000 acres of the DeSoto Nar; 
tional Forest. : ии ehe 74 


nomic boon for South Mississippi. - 1 


Camp Shelby, an Army National 
_ Guard training ‚base. With the land, . 
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-Environmentalists . and ао 


у announced à plan to.swap 


cy wes 


+ But Mississippi's congressional p 


pn 


mtm и СА 


44 


e Army wants the U.S. Fert 
ryice land for. tank maneuvers: at^ 
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r + ‚The stateiSupreme Court ordered . the Army. saysithht it could increase > 
+ Nixon disbarred on Nov: 22, one day 2. the number of trodps training at Camp 1 
- „altex, he: was’ released from а New ^ Shelby, which would trickle into the + 
-"Orlegns halfway house after serving . area economy: rough more jobs: and 
~ 20 months.of a five-year sentence. ee 

: Nixon had been convicted of lying: Wi ithout the, land, the’ Army says | y 

5 à federal grand j jury when he sáid * "that training will: be cut ‚back and Š 
f. thatthe МА hot discuss d marijuana’: п о sites: шше TOON: н, 

" | snuggling case witha Forrest: County ë Бета, Club and: Citizens“ 
г prosecutor. "The case involved the- Against the Land Swap claim thatthe; 4 

; son of Wiley Fairchild of Hattiesburg, - Army has ‘inflated the potential bene» | 
T :: who had given Nixon mineral rights i in. Da ‚and downplayed the, ‘possible, е) 
Public access “th the land. vould be] ej 


3 +: and gas. wells, losses. |: > 
ae ` drastically.cut, 10 counties would lose: 
za percentage of timber revenues from і 
the Forest Service and timber jobs‘! 1 
a = would be lost; the groups ae paint- 1 
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Memorandum e % 


To : SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (P) Date 4/20/90 


b7C 


Subject: INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE 
CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 
FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
AUGUST 13, 1989 


On 4/19/90, Crash Investigator, NATIONAL b6 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB), Miami, Florida, telephone b7C 
telephonically provided the following 
information: 


His final factual report regarding above captioned 
airplane crash is due to be forwarded to his Washington office in 
approximately three weeks. He stated his review of all evidence 
concerning captioned matter leads him to believe there were no 
mechanical problems associated with the aircraft. He further 
advised the descending turn completed by the aircraft just prior 
to the crash is a "textbook example" of a pilot suffering from 
Spatial disorientation. 


On 4/19/90, Public Affairs Office, 
NTSB, Washington, D.C., telephone stated she 
would forward, upon completion, the NTSB Investigator's Factual 
Report and the report concerning the NTSB Official Determination 
of Cause regarding captioned crash. b6 
b7C 


Memorandum Ф 


To : SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (Р) Date 6/29/90 


N b7C 


Subject: INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE 
CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 
FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
AUGUST 13, 1989 


On 6/28/90, the NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
(NTSB) issued its Official Determination of Cause Finding for the 


crash. 
The cause was shown to be pilot error related to a non- 


instrument-rated pilot trying to fly under instrument 
meteorological conditions. 


A copy of the finding and the related NTSB factual 
report has been requested from the NTSB, Washington, D.C., for 
FBI files. 
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‚ FROM STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS 


‚ м Pilot error has been ruled the cause 
of the airplane crash that killed U.S. 
Rep. Larkin Smith and Gulfport pilot 
Chuck Vierling as the two flew to the 
Coast fiom Hattiesburg on a hazy 
night last August. 

Ina final report released Thursday, 


Space Below) 


the five-member National Transpor- 
tation Safety Board ruled: that the 
crash probably was caused by Vierl- 
ing’s lack of instrument training and 
the hazy conditions that reduced visi- 
bility to one to two miles, 

The report states the probable 
cause as “the in-flight loss of control 
by the non-instrument-rated pilot af- 


=" -— 


crash 


CH ME LIE LL ا ر‎ 


. | Hattiesburg, where Smith had thrown 
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Board says haze, lack of training were fatal combination! 


ter encountering instrument meteo- 
rological conditions.” 

Vierling, 58, and Smith, 45, a 
freshman congressman and former 
Harrison County sheriff, died about! 
9:30 p.m. on Aug. 13 when their 
smal] plane crashed into a densely 
wooded area of the DeSoto National 
Forest, about 34 miles north о 


105 | 
The two men were returning from 


‚ out the first pitch in the Dixie Youth | 
' Baseball World Series. | 

Vierling, a retired FAA electronics | 
‚ engineer, had indicated that he 
| planned to follow U.S. 49 — the es- 
| tablished route to the Coast from Hat- | 


tiesburg. ‚However, after leaving the 
| airport in Hattiesburg, Vierling 


| veered to the east until his course 
was corrected by an air traffic control- 
ler. The plane crashed about 10 miles 
| from U.S. 49. 


Despite a massive search, haze | 
over the forest prevented anyone 

| from finding the airplane wreckage 
| until shortly after daybreak. 
| Vierling had logged 1,000 to 1,200 
flight hours and had performed we 
po his last in-flight test. However; 


F81I/DOJ 


‘investigators said his night-flying ex- ; 
perience could not be determined 
¦ from: records. 
In thereport, investigators also de- 
‚ termined that several of the 16-year- 
‚ old plane’s instruments had not been 


' tion Administration guidelines for use . 
: under flight rules. The plane was not; · 


' transmitting location and altitude in- 
‚ formation, which would have pin- 
: pointed the plane for air traffic 
' controllers. 

The report said that Vierling first 
‚ complained of poor visibility during a 
| flight from the Coast earlier in Ше 
‚ evening: He told the airport: operator 


that he “did nof care to make the 


ot been ; flight,” the report said. 
| inspected according to Federal Ама-! ` 


Toxicology reports showed that 
neither Vierling nor Smith had traces 
of any drugs or alcohol in their blood 
and that carbon monoxide levels in 
their blood was normal. | 

A pilot who had flown near the 
crash site that evening said the haze 
had reduced visibility to less than one 
mile: The: pilot said that as dark de- 
scends on DeSoto .National Forest, 
pilots have been known to experience 
problems because of darkness snd tha 


- absence of ground lights. 


| 
Vierling told the air controller in! 
McComb that “we’re on the wrong | 
heading here” about 10 minutes be- | 
fore radar contact with the plane was : 
lost. i 

Witnesses near the crash site told | 
investigators that the plane's engine ' 
roared as if it had been pushed to full ; 
throttle for about five seconds before | 
the crash. ` I 


| 
| 


и Staff Writer Patrick Peterson contributed | 
tr. thie renort. une ~ 
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
FROM SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) (C) 


SUBJECT INFORMATION CONCERNING AIRPLANE 
CRASH INVOLVING LARKIN I. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, FIFTH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
DAMV 
OO: | JACKSON 


Re Jackson teletype to the Bureau, 8/14/89. 


Limited investigation in this matter developed no 
credible evidence to in any way substantiate widespread rumors 
that some unknown act of sabotage was responsible for 
captioned crash. To the contrary, investigation substantially 
reflects the crash was caused by pilot error. 


Reports of autopsy concerning both Congressman 
SMITH and pilot CHARLES VIERLING, as well as the NATIONAL 
TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD (NTSB) Preliminary Aviation 
Report, were obtained in 10/89, and are on file in the Jackson 
Office. 


In addition, on 7/9/90, following their release by 
the NTSB, Washington, D.C., in 6/90, copies of the NTSB 
Factual Report consisting of 352 pages, and the NTSB Official 
Determination of Cause Finding consisting of two pages, were 
placed in this file in the Jackson Office. 
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Bureau 
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149A-JN-17714 


The NTSB determined the probable cause of the 
accident was: "The in-flight loss of control by the non- 
instrument rated pilot after encountering instrument 
meteorological conditions, resulting in the airplane spiraling 
into a wooded area." 


Regular telephonic contact was maintained between 


the Jackson Division and the NTSB principle crash investigator 
involved do EHi nator, = of the NTSB's 
jami Office. Investigator as advised SA[ |] 


of the Jackson Division, Gulfport Resident Agency, that 
the descending turn completed by the aircraft just prior to 
the crash is a "textbook example" of a pilot suffering from 
Spatial disorientation. 


For the information of the Bureau, it is believed 
family members of Congressman SMITH and pilot VIERLING are 
considering filing a lawsuit against CESSNA AIRCRAFT and 
possibly other related companies alleging design flaws in the 


aircraft contributed to captioned crash. The basis for this 


In view of the above, this matter is being placed 
in a closed status. 
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CRIME / INCIDENT 
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09:50pm 
TIME A NER OFFICER'S REPORT Мону das š 
Place „ЗРК FALLS ынана: PPEGON STATE POLICE County Қалады ана 
Subject Ва lB : | s . Ёерриагу 17. , 1991. 
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In rapards_to tha below listed mubjects were all identified as those who 
wera with Junt prior to his arrest for Trespass II at the Burlington 


Northern Railyard on 02-15-91, 
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Date 2/19/91 


TO : SAC, JACKSON (149A-JN-17714) 


b6 
FROM [ Vec, PORTLAND (149A-JN-17714) (RUC) bic 
SUBJECT : INFORMATION CONERNING AIRPLANE CRASH 
INVOLVING LARKIN Т. SMITH, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS, 5th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT, 
STATE OF MISSISSIPPI; 
DAMV 
00: JACKSON 
Re telephone call of ১ C | Medford, 
Oregon RA to SA Gulfport, Mississippi RA, 2/19/91. 
Enclosed for Jackson is one copy of a self- 
explanatory Klamath County Sheriff's Office police report. 
or information of Jackson, on 2/19/91 Detective 
Klamath County Interagency Drug Team, Klama be 
ty| | Klamath SUE 


reafter Deputy prepared the af insad olice 
-feport regarding the information received fro 
pore te г said that i 
enclosed police report may be 


LL who also has a Florida 


On 2/19/91 Area Su ervisorl 77 F b6 
Gulfport, Mississippi, pru advised that Нес nad been ০7০ 
contacted by the Klamath Co. Sheriff's Office concerning the 


same enclosed information, and he in turn had notified the 
NTSB. 


Investigation bein t to discretion of Jackson. 
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